RESOURCE BIN 


number eighty six 


Supralauminal dowsing for Brown's Gas in Roswell. 


ur usual reminder here that the 
QO Resource Bin is now a two-way 

column. You can get tech help, 
consultant referrals and off-the-wall 
networking on nearly any electronic, 
tinaja questing, personal publishing, 
money machine, or computer topic by 
calling me at (520) 428-4073 weekdays 
8-5 Mountain Standard Time. 

Be certain to frequently check out 
my new Guru’s Lair web site you'll 
find at (where else?) www.tinaja.com 
This is the place you'll go for instant 
tech answers. Among the many files 
in our library, you will find complete 
reprint sets for all of the Resource Bin 
and other columns. Plus a brand new 
Research InfoPack Service. 

You will get the best results if you 
have both Netscape Communicator and 
Acrobat Reader 3.0 installed. 


Exploring the 
Pseudoscience Morass 


When you want to supraluminally 
dowse for Brown’s Gas in Roswell, 
the proper way to do so would be by 
using an overunity water-fueled black 
helicopter. 

I have long been fascinated by all 
pseudoscience topics. Stuff which the 
Houyhnhnms politely termed "that 
which is not so". Extraordinary claims 
for which any extraordinary evidence 
does not and can not exist. 

The usual cause for the mountains 
of dead wrong urban lore is labwork so 
mesmerizingly awful that it’s not even 
wrong. Accurately measuring any ac 
power or small temperature changes 
both end up exceptionally difficult 
tasks. And it is super easy to forget 
that an hour in the library is worth a 
month in the lab. Or that physics and 
thermo "laws" are really theorems. 
Which in turn are those unavoidable 
consequences of the fundamental first 
principles. Or that real science and 
real engineering always gets done by 
standing on the shoulders of giants. 


Should you ever find any unusual 
result, scientific integrety demands you 
make monumental efforts which prove 
yourself wrong. And that you openly 
and aggressively welcome a criticism 
and critique. You are always guilty till 
proven correct. And, no, it is not up to 
others to prove you are wrong. It is 
always up to you to convince others 
that you are right. 

One of the big dangers of wishing 
for something is that you may get it. I 
strongly feel that finding a source of 
unlimited free energy would be one 
of the most heinous possible crimes 
against humanity. One which would 
make Hitler look like Mother Teresa. 

For the out-of-control binge which 
would certainly result would quickly 
turn the planet into a cinder. Global 
warming would then get measured in 
degrees per hour, rather than degrees 
per century. 

At any rate, I thought we might 
take a pseudoscience tour... 


Art Bell 


Well, the 800 pound pseudoscience 
gorilla, of course, is the Art Bell show. 
Late night talk radio for insommniacs 
who tire of listening to crickets. His 
subject matter ranges through UFO’s, 


NEXT MONTH: Don 
takes another look at 
test equipment options. 


Nevada’s Area 51 (the source of the 
show), catastrophic predictions, the 
happy faces on Mars, crop circles, free 
energy claims, even that entire space 
program being nothing but a staged 
Truman-like tv show. 

One recent caller provided his eye 
witness web photos of an alien that he 
shot and then stuffed into his freezer. 
Before, of course, those "men in black" 
stole the freezer. It wasn’t very long 
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before discovery of the clip art from 
where his compact black oblisk space 
ship was gotten. 

Naturally, all Art’s regular listeners 
were quick to question just what the 
aliens were doing with their clip art 
collection in the first place. 

Art’s web site is www.artbell.com It 
is exceptionally well run by one Keith 
Rowland and includes a great archive 
and lots of links. Keith and I do cross 
paths every so often at Phoenix-area 
high tech parties. Keith also runs his 
own fine web site and forum which is 
up at www.rowlandnet.com 

A an upcoming competitor to Art 
Bell is Jeff Renee at www.sightings.com 

His website graphics are superb. 


Bill Beaty 


Bill Beaty honchos an outstanding 
Science Hobbiest at www.amasci.com As 
one corner of it, he also provides his 
broad spectrum of weird science files 
plus links to absolutely off-the-wall 
pseudoscience topics. 

Topics covered include "click thru' 
forums, newsgroups, and discussion 
groups for pseudoscientific topics. Bill 
also moderates his utterly bizarre free 
energy forum. More details on this at 
www.eskimo.com/~bilb/freenrgl/fnrg/ 


Keely Net 


John Worrell Keely was the turn of 
the century scam artist who faked free 
energy perpetual motion machines by 
use of hidden compressed air lines. 
Jerry Decker’s Keelynet archive up at 
www.keelynet.com is the definitive web 
stash for just about all pseudoscience 
files and bizarre links. 

There’s three distinct elements to 
Jerry’s site. The first is a big bunch of 
leftover classic pseudoscience ASCII 
textfiles from the old pre-1996 Keelynet 
BBS. These files also do get mirrored 
elsewhere. The newer archive consists 
of ongoing news and many links to 
pseudoscience topics on other sites. 
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Finally, there is Jerry’s odd Keelynet 
Mailing List forum which you can link 
directly from his web site. 

Or simply click through using the 
Keely button at www.tinaja.com 


Saucer Smear 


One of the finest examples of "in 
your face" journalism that I’ve ever 
seen, James Moseley’s Saucer Smear 
mercilessly trashes UFO friend and 
foe alike. His magazine has gotten 
published continuously for 35 years 
now. You can subscribe by emailing 
to slm@well.com 

Reprints of most issues are up at 
www.mces.com/~kvg/smear.htm Or click 
on my smear button at www.tinaja.com 

Other off-the-wall ufo websites are 
UFO’s "R” Us at www.qtm.net/~geibdan 
Nevada Aerial’s Leading Edge Research 
Group you should find at www.connec 
tcorp.net/~trufaxOr Glen Campbell's 
new UFO Mind paranormal research 
site at www.ufomind.com 


Borderlands 


This is another older pseudoscience 
establishment. That has been around 
since 1945. Currently run by Michael 
Theroux. See www.borderlands.com 

Borderlands provides the definitive 
pseudoscience collection for books, 
video tapes, audio tapes, and research 
tools. They also publish the Journal of 
Borderland Research. 


"More Miles Per Gallon" 


Amazingly, this group is still at it. 
They apparently have not picked up 
on the big fact that carburetors are no 
longer used because these are dirty 
and inefficient. Nor that the optimum 
vapor-liquid injection mix is closer to 
60 percent than 100, owing to injection 
mass and required cooling. 

Oil companies are often accused of 
being omnipotent conspirators which 
have nothing better to do than waltz 
around shooting people or blowing 
up the labs of basement inventors to 
suppress any energy efficiency. Such 
incidents are far more likely caused 
through (A) sheer incompetence, (B) 
mightily disgruntled investors, (C) 
deliberate self-attempts to bail out 
from under a bad scene, or (D) pure 
urban lore that simply did not happen 
in the manner claimed. 

If a miracle gasoline replacement 
came suddenly upon us, all of the oil 
companies would virtually certainly 
react in exactly the same way that the 
slide rule, the mechanical calculator, 
typewriter, and minicomputer people 
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did. Using aversion and denial until it 
was too late. This even has a name. It 
is known as the “Rearranging the deck 
chairs on the Titanic” syndrome. 

An extensive review of the miracle 
carburetor efficiency claims is found 
at www.inette.com/himac Another high 
profile ongoing research site is Paul 
Pantone’s GEET Technology you'll find 
at www.geet.com 


And a Few Others... 


Patrick Bailey’s Institute for New 
Energy at www.padrak.com/ine has his 
huge pseudoscience file collection. He 
also puts on conferences, videos and 
lots of reprints. 

David Jonsson’s Elektromagnum at 
his www.newphys.se/elektromagnum is a 
Swedish site about his "speculative 
electromagnetics". Links to the other 
players are found here. 

A somewhat similar German site is 
at www.overunity.de. This one targets 
free energy research. With overunity 
theories, RealVideo movies and lots of 
external links. 

That Clean Energy Technology up at 
biz.onramp.net/~ceti is heavy into the 
Patterson Cell. Which seems to me to 
be yet another example of really bad 
labwork in the cold fusion area. 

Steve Boak runs an Australian Mad 
Scientists Lair that you should find at 
www.iiinet.net.au/~steveb Steve tries to 
collect info on alternative technology 
and free energy machines. 

There’s also a Journal of Scientific 
Exploration site up at www.jse.com To 
me it looks like these folks use exactly 
the same paper, ink, and fonts as you 
find in a real scientific journal. 

Those Zenergy folks have a website 
up, of all places, at www.zenergy.com 
Apparently the Hazeltine wannabees 
of the zero point energy movement. 
Acting as the licensing and clearing 
house. You'll find lots of papers on 
zero point energy here. 


Skeptical Inquirer 


Turning to that other side of the 
fence, you'll find the Skeptical Inquirer 
at www.csicop.org In which those "real" 
scientists, writers and researchers try 
to debunk the more outrageous of the 
pseudoscience claims. 

Martin Gardner is present with his 
Notes of a Fringe Watcher. And so is 
The Amazing Randi. Catch his flying 
pig bad pseudoscience awards site up 
at www.randi.org/jr/pigasus.html 

Sometimes, though, I believe they 
paint with too fat a brush. Overdoing 
things to the point where they seem to 
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new from 


DON LENCASTER 


ACTIVE FILTER COOKBOOK 
The sixteenth (!) printing of Don’s bible on analog 
op-amp lowpass, bandpass, and highpass active 
filters. De-mystified instant designs. $28.50 


CMOS AND TTL COOKBOOKS 
Millions of copies in print worldwide. THE two 
books for digital integrated circuit fundamentals. 
About as hands-on as you can get. $28.50 each. 


RESEARCH INFOPACKS 


Don’s instant cash-and-carry flat rate consulting 
service. Ask any reasonable technical question 
for a detailed analysis and complete report. See 
www.tinaja.com/infoO1 for specifics. $75.00 


INCREDIBLE SECRET 
MONEY MACHINE II 


Updated 2nd edition of Don’s classic on setting 
up your own technical or craft venture. $18.50 


LANCASTER CLASSICS LIBRARY 


Don’s best early stuff at a bargain price. Includes 
the CMOS Cookbook, The TTL Cookbook, Active 
Filter Cookbook, PostScript video, Case Against 
Patents, Incredible Secret Money Machine II, and 
Hardware Hacker II reprints. $119.50 


LOTS OF OTHER GOODIES 


Tech Musings V or VI 

Ask the Guru I or II or Ill 
Hardware Hacker Il, III or IV 
Micro Cookbook | 

PostScript Beginner Stuff 
PostScript Show and Tell. . 
Intro to PostScript Video .. 
PostScript Reference II 
PostScript Tutorial/Cookbook 
PostScript by Example 
Understanding PS Programming 
PostScript: A Visual Approach 
PostScript Program Design 
Thinking in PostScript 
LaserWriter Reference. . 
Type 1 Font Format... . 
Acrobat Reference 

Whole works (all PostScript) 
Technical Insider Secrets 


BOOK-ON-DEMAND PUB KIT 
Ongoing details on Book-on-demand publishing, 
a new method of producing books only when and 
as ordered. Reprints, sources, samples. $39.50 


THE CASE AGAINST PATENTS 


For most individuals, patents are virtually certain 
to result in a net loss of sanity, energy, time, and 
money. This reprint set shows you Don’s tested 
and proven real-world alternatives. 8.50 


BLATANT OPPORTUNIST | 


The reprints from all Don’s Midnight Engineering 
columns. Includes a broad range of real world, 
proven coverage on small scale technical startup 
ventures. Stuff you can use right now. $24.50 


RESOURCE BIN | 


A complete collection of all Don’s Nuts & Volts 
columns to date, including a new index and his 
master names and numbers list. $24.50 


FREE SAMPLES 


Check Don’s Guru’s Lair at hitp://www.tinaja.com 
for interactive catalogs and online samples of 
Don’s unique products. Searchable reprints and 
reference resouces, too. Tech help, hot links to 
cool sites, consultants. email: don@tinaja.com 


FREE US VOICE HELPLINE VISA/MG 


SYNERGETICS 
Box 809-NV 
Thatcher, @Z 85552 
(520) 428-4073 


FREE Catalog: http://www.tinaja.com 


FASCINATING PSEUDOSCIENCE SITES 


www.artbell.comArt Bell Show 
www.tinaja.com/amlink01.html Book access 
www.csiop.org/bibliography/home.cgi Book reviews 
www.borderlands.com Borderlands Research 
www.ufomind.com Glen Campbell 
biz.onramp.net/~ceti Clean Energy Technology 


www.tinaja.com/consul01.html Consultant's network 
www.dejanews.com/home_ps.shtml Deja News 
www.newphys.se/elektromagnum Electromagnetics 
www.exoticresearch.com Exotic Research Conference 
www.blacklightpower.com Free energy extraction 
www.eskimo.com/~billb/freenrg|/flist.html Free energy 


www.hotbot.com Hotbot search engine 
www.padrak.com/ine Institute for New Energy 
www.voicenet.com/~eric/dkeptic Eric Krieg 
www.connectcorp.net/~trufax Leading Edge Research 
www.jse.com Journal of Scientific Exploration 


www.iiinet.net.au/~steveb Mad Scientists Lair 
www.inette.com/himac Miracle carburators 
www.geet.com More miles per gallon 
www.overunity.de Overunity devices 
www.keelynet.com Pseudoscience forum 
www.tinaja.com/pseudo01.html Pseudoscience tutorials 


www.randi.org/jr/pigasus.html Pigasus awards 
www.tinaja.com/golly01.html Real science tutorials 
www.sightings.com Jeff Renee 
www.rowlandnet.com Keith Rowland 
www.mces.com/~kvg/smear.htm Saucer Smear 
www.amasci.com Science Hobbiest 


www.csicop.org Skeptical Inquirer 
www.tinaja.com/info01.html Technical evaluation 
www.qtm.net/~geibdan UFO’s "R" Us 
www.tinaja.com/scweb01.html Web site links 
www.zenergy.com Zero point energy 


become what they are attacking. 
Another high profile pseudoscience 

bashing skeptic is Eric Krieg found at 

www.voicenet.com/~eric/dkeptic 


Books 


First the yeas: 

Lindsay Publications offers a fine mix 
of real and pseudoscience books. The 
prime focus is older "lost" technology. 
To reach them, click through on their 
banner on my website. 

Borderlands also has an extensive 
pseudoscience book collection. That 
Institute for New Energy provides a 
more modest one. 

The International Tesla Society once 
had a superb off-the-wall bookstore. 
But this one is apparently in financial 
reorganization. Sadly, its onetime fine 
website appears empty. Presumably, 
some of the slack will get taken up by 
www.exoticresearch.com 

Who, by the way, are putting on 
(literally) an Exotic Research Conference 
March 25-28 up in Seattle. Featuring 
many of those "name brand" regulars 
from their pseudoscience conference 
circuit. More on what you can expect 
from conferences of this type at my 
MUSE124.PDF 

And now the nays: 

Skeptical Enquirer has an extensive 
annotated book review library found 
at www.csiop.org/bibliography/home.cgi 

I’ve also gathered together some of 
the main books about pseudoscience 
bashing. From the skeptic’s point of 
view. You can find more info on these 
at www.tinaja.com/amlink01.html 

Be sure to check these out. 


Newsgroups 


There are a bunch of pseudoscience 
newsgroups, but these tend to be the 
dregs of the Internet. For flamers and 
trolls run rampant. Their intellectual 
level rarely exceeds that of any fifth 
grade playground brawl. Still, you 
might find these of interest... 


alt.alien 
alt.alien.research 
alt.alien.visitors 
alt.aliens.they-are-here 
alt.energy.over-unity 
alt.fusion 
alt.paranet.skeptic 
alt.paranet.ufo 
alt.sex.aliens 

alt.ufo 

alt.ufo.reports 
sci.skeptic 


Your best way to search for suitable 
newsgroup content is through use of 
www .dejanews.com/home_ps.shtml 
Similarly, to search the website side of 
the net, one search engine is Hotbot at 
www.hotbot.com We saw more on this 
back in RESBN85.PDF 


Preposterosity Du Jeurs 


Let’s take a quick tour of the more 
outlandish pseudoscience claims... 


the magic lamp- Take two identical 
light dimmers. Then place a 110 volt 
incandescent light bulb on your first 
one and a 32 volt one on the second. 
Now, adjust them both to equal high 
brightness. Use a cheap enough meter 
and you will measure one-third the 
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voltage and one-third the current on 
the 32 volt bulb. Then, you wrongly 
conclude the 32 volt bulb is nine times 
more efficient. But do not touch the 32 
volt bulb to see if it is any cooler. 

What we have here, of course, is 
E.E. Student Lab Blunder #01-A. Which 
confuses average and rms currents. 

Low duty cycle waveforms all have 
amazingly high differences between 
their average and rms values. Enough 
to exactly explain the disparity. 

The relevant waveforms appear in 
MUSE113.PDF 

I flat out do not see why a patent 
was issued on a standard circuit from 
a mainstay chapter of typical 1940’s 
industrial electronics books. There’s 
dozens of other big problems as well, 
beginning with the circuit’s illegality 
and its instability. To the inherently 
integrating nature of all incandescent 
lamps. To theater and mood lighting 
having never worked. 

Amazingly, the device still remains 
commercially available. 


large sparking motors— For several 
decades now, a large and rather badly 
sparking motor has been making the 
late night talk show rounds. Lately, it 
seems to have reincarnated itself on 
the motel conference room circuit. 

An overunity claim is made based 
on some supposedly "dead" batteries 
recharging somewhat when used to 
power this "free energy" machine. To 
date, unbiased independent testing 
appears to me to have been unable to 
show anything but consistently and 
abysmally low true motor efficiencies. 
And popular demo test procs clearly 
have lacked both scientific rigor and 
objectivity. Curiously, the effect seems to 
go away if batteries are not used. 

I personally believe that we have a 
bizarre mix here of conventionally 
explained physics, monumentally bad 
labwork, and wishful thinking. The 
bottom line is that electromagnetic 
theory ain’t broke. 

If a motor sparks, it is inefficient. 
For the "dc to daylight" energy release 
in sparking reflects both incompetent 
design plus a wildly out-of-control 
di/dt. We know for an absolute fact 
that no possible near-conventional 
motor design can be overunity unless 
fundamental physics gets big-time 
violated. Considering the very long 
"looks like a duck and quacks like a 
duck" pseudoscience history for this 
device, I’d personally place the odds 
of anything overunity happening here 
exceeding 100 billion to one against. 
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And rapidly rising. 

Instead, an unbiased outsider has 
to ask "Is there some simple and far 
more likely mechanism with which 
dead batteries are able to recharge 
themselves?" Batteries normally "fail" 
because of rising internal impedance. 
As long as so much as a tiny scrap of 
the zinc case remains, some chemical 
energy theoretically is recoverable. 
Many years ago, larger dry cells were 
sometimes extended by opening their 
top and stirring them. 

Thus, we have a probable energy 
source. With its motive, means, and 
opportunity. 

Simple heating will help. Especially 
if a higher impedance load matches 
the internal cell impedance and uses 
half or more of the available energy to 
heat the cell. Reverse discharges of 
large pulses back into the cells may 
also temporarily undo part of the high 
internal impedance. In much the same 
way that electroplating gets reversed 
every now and then. 

You could possibly picture a small 
$2 snap-on "battery improver" cap 
having a highly efficient switch-mode 
step up circuit, a storage capacitor 
and a power Mosfet or SCR pulser. 
That, every once in a while, recycles a 
brief high current blast back into the 
cell. Said blast to try and reduce the 
current limiting polarization. Whether 
such a device would safely and cost 
effectively be a way to extract more 
net chemical energy from any battery 
remains to be shown. 

If the proponents of this motor are 
to be taken seriously, they will have 
to rigorously separate the motor from 
the batteries. They will also have to 
permit competent third-party precise 
efficiency measurements. Ones made 
to acceptible industry standards and 
scientific integrety. 

Uh, I do not expect this to happen 
anytime soon. A lively and ongoing 
discussion on this topic sometimes 
appears on Bill Beaty’s free energy 
forum. Most of the rest of the world 
thankfully (and rightfully) seems to 
be ignoring it. 


the "transcapacitor"- A year or so ago, 
a third-tier computer remarketer did 
start posting all sorts of web docs on 
"transcapacitors” and other miracle 
parts. Supposedly recovered from the 
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1948 Roswell destruction derby. 

Even the most casual glance by any 
engineer immediately spotted this as 
a monumental advertising hoax. One 
of the dozens of dead giveaways was 


that "Plan 9" software firm involved. 


Ed Wood’s Plan 9 From Outer Space, of 
course, was by far the worst science 
fiction movie of all time. 

Computer remarketers are hardly 
your mainstream well for technical 
innovation. A case can be made that 
at least some of them are able to pick 
up the correct end of any screwdriver 


something over 49 percent of the time. 


Further, there is an incredibly great 
new history book titled Crystal Fire by 
Michael Riordan which inadvertently 
but utterly and thoroughly refutes all 
these alien technology claims. More at 
www.tinaja.com/amlink01.html 

Great heaping bunches of gullible 
UFO enthuasiasts sure got sucked in 
on this one. Several of them went into 
their "shoot the messenger" mode. 


fractional energy states— It is quite 
important not to blindly attack any 
apparent pseudoscience with a manic 
religious fervor. It’s also crucial to not 
dismiss new claims out of hand. So 
this scheme may or may not turn into 
something. But I seriously doubt it. 

An apparently credible mainstream 
researcher believes that a fractional 
energy state exists which allows "free 
energy" extraction. You can evaluate 
these claims for yourself by viewing 
www.blacklightpower.com. 

To me, this seems like yet another 
rerun of the cold fusion fiascos. And it 
has been around enough now that, if 
something was there, others would 
have surely explored it by now. My 
prediction is that there’ll be a failure 
to independently duplicate. Mixed in 
with the usual bad labwork or subtle 
misinterpretations. 

The pseudoscience claims involving 
overunity hydrogen electrolysis are a 
world unto themselves. We’ll look at 
these in a future column. 


For More Info 


Several interesting pseudoscience 
websites are gathered together in the 
nearby sidebar. Necessary and useful 
tools to let you intelligently evaluate 
pseudoscience claims appear at my 
www.tinaja.com/glib/bashpseu.pdf. The 


tools let you separate all those useful 
adjuncts towards porcine whole body 
cleanliness from the total hogwash. 

Live hot links appear on the online 
version of this column you'll find at 
www.tinaja.com/resbn01.html 

I have several areas on my Guru's 
Lair website devoted to pseudoscience 
topics. Links to the above sites and 
many others can now be found at my 
www.tinaja.com/scweb01.html, while a 
library of pseudoscience tutorials are 
now at www.tinaja.com/pseudo01.html. 
Meanwhile, the "real science" stuff 
that focuses on fundamentals is found 
at www.tinaja.com/golly01.html 

Some tutorials on proper ac power 
measurements and thermodynamic 
fundamentals also appear elsewhere 
on the site. 

Custom research services that will 
assist you in evaluating the legitimacy 
of technical claims can be found at my 
www.tinaja.com/info01.html. Additional 
consultant networking is located at 
www.tinaja.com/consul01.html. 


This Month’s Contest 


As our contest for this month, just 
tell me a bizarre pseudoscience story. 
Or show me any off-the-wall resource 
that I don’t already know about. 

There’ll be a dozen or more of my 
new Incredible Secret Money Machine III 
books going to the better entries. And 
an all expense paid tinaja quest for two 
(FOB Thatcher, AZ) going to the very 
best entries of all. 

Send your written and snailmailed 
entries on this contest directly to me 
here at Synergetics. 


Microcomputer pioneer and guru Don 
Lancaster is the author of 35 books and 
countless tech articles. Don maintains his 
no-charge US tech helpline found at (520) 
428-4073, besides offering all of his own 
books, reprints, and consulting services. 
Don also offers a free catalog full of his 
unique products and resource secrets. The 
best calling times are 8-5 on weekdays, 
Mountain Standard Time. 

Don is the webmaster of his Guru’s 
Lair found at http://www.tinaja.com 

Full reprints and preprints of all Don’s 
columns and ongoing tech support appear 
here. You can reach Don at Synergetics, 
Box 809, Thatcher, AZ 85552. Or send 
any messages to don@tinaja.com 
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PLEGSE CLICK HERE TO... 
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